Why become Carbon Neutral?
The accelerating dangers and degradations facing our planet’s climate, ecosystems, resources,
and vulnerable populations are caused by specific actions and choices embedded in our
“way of life” in the advanced nations.
In particular, the earth and much of humanity face the dire consequences of climate change
caused mainly by atmospheric carbon from the burning of fossil fuels. Although the scope
and severity of this situation seems incomprehensible, and we often feel powerless to
confront it, there are specific actions and choices available to us.
Our Mount Auburn congregation is pursuing a plan to achieve “net-zero carbon” in our
building operations through high-efficiency upgrades to lighting, heating and cooling,
windows and other systems, combined with solar electricity-generation.
We believe this to be a prophetic stance on this – the greatest threat humanity has ever
faced. Yet at the same time it will realize savings to our medium- and long-term operating
costs.

Our Steps toward a Carbon Neutral Facility:
Our situation at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian is probably typical – we have several buildings of
various ages, mainly built before the days of environmentally-conscious design or
construction practices. Yet our research and conversations with experts have proved
encouraging! Here is a summary of our planned improvements, from baseline 2017
facilities:
Remaining LED lighting retrofit
Replace old, leaking windows
High Efficiency zoned heat pumps
Solar panels, 80% of elect. usage
TOTAL COST

$ 18,000
$ 62,000
$280,000 (eliminating gas boilers)
$131,000
$491,000

Why This Costs Nothing:
Looking out over two decades, this net-zero carbon plan can be achieved without net costs:
20-years gas & electric without retrofits
20-years electricity costs with retrofits
Allowance for carbon-offset purchases
TOTAL SAVED

$750,000 (minimum; current usage rates)
$175,000
$ 25,000
$550,000
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