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November 20th was founded as the ‘Transgender Day of Remembrance’ (TDoR) in 1998 by Gwendolyn Smith- a transgender woman
who was a renowned columnist and activist. In 2018, advocates tracked at least 28 deaths of transgender people in the United States
due to fatal violence, the most ever recorded. These victims were killed by acquaintances, partners and strangers, some of whom have
been arrested and charged, while others have yet to be identified. Some of these cases involve clear anti-transgender bias. In others,
the victim’s transgender status may have put them at risk in other ways, such as forcing them into homelessness.
While the details of these cases differ, it is clear that fatal violence disproportionately affects transgender women of color, and that
the intersections of racism, sexism, homophobia and transphobia conspire to deprive them of employment, housing, healthcare and
other necessities, barriers that make them vulnerable. As is too often the case in the reporting of anti-transgender violence, many of
these victims are misgendered in local police statements and media reports, which can delay our awareness of deadly incidents.
During Tuesday’s vigil, we shared a common vision and a love for each other that few others can or will emulate. The message? This IS
NOT a choice. We do not choose to loose our families, our jobs, our homes, OUR LIVES! This IS who we are! We intend to live that life
as God given us, just like everyone else. Just like every year, we witnessed a very moving experience, and one I know I won’t likely
ever forget. Maybe- just maybe- with your help becoming a bona fide ally of the Trans community, we can overcome these atrocities
and let those in need shine through. How will you help?
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